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l isting of Claims: 
Claims 1 - 1 1 1 (canceled) 

1 12. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for les-pondin^ to a iequest the it,qttest including 
one oe moic specifieis lefetttnir ro objects bt*lontruitr ro a piuialm of objects thereof in a 
distributed Jatab^sc system that iik hides a pStnahrx of database s\ stems, the plutaiits 
including a fust database swem and a second database system and the appaiaius 
comprising: 

the first database system; 

a quet\ anah/ei that deteimmes whether the request include:* aspeutiet that 
cannot be interpreted in the tltst database Astern, and 

a teduectot which tcsponds to the tequest when the quet\ anab/et determines 
that tltf iequest includes a the spoeifiu that cannot be inteipieted m the first database 
swem b\ causing the request to be executed at least in part in the second database 
svstera, 

the iequest being executed m the first database swem when the quei\ anaK?ei does, not 
deiei mines that the iequest includes a the specifier that cannot be tnteipreted in the fust 

database system. 

1 13, (prevkmsh presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim i 12 wherein. 

the objects in the first database system include copies of objects contained 
in at least one other database system belonging to the distributed database system 

I 14. (previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 1. 13 wherein ■ 

the first database system functions as a cache with regard to the objects whose 
copies are included in the first database system. 

I 15. (previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 13 wherein ■ 

the other database system is the second database system. 
U6. (previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 15 wherein. 
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the first database system functions as a cache with regard to the second database 

system. 

117. (currently amended) The apparatus in accordance with any one of claims 1 12.„ 113. 
\\4 X 1 f 5 and ibrougb if 6 v\ het cm 

the appaiatus is local to a sen er of the npe that pi oxides a piogram executing on 
the set \ ft v\uh <i standaid interface foi queuing databases, and 

the sequests include queues iecei\ed ua the standaul mtet face 

i 18. (preUousU presented) The appaiatus in accordance v\ i th claim J P v\heiem 

the senei ohe\s the h\pcrte\t tiansfer protocol (hup) and the program is a Web 
application program. 

119. (currently amended) A method of responding to a request, the request including 
one or mote specifies s that icfei to one oi moie ob|ects in a disinbuted database s\stem 
that includes a pfuiahis of database ss stems the pluralitx including a fust database 
system and a second database s\ stem and the method comprising the steps of 

tecen my the tequest m the fust database s\ stem, 

determining whet het the jequest includes a specifier that cannot he mteipieted in 
the first database system; and 

causing the request to he e\eaited at least m past in the second database ssstem 
when the tequest includes vueb a the specifier that cannot be mteipreted in the fust 
database system. 

120. (pmtoush presented) Fhe method m aeeotdanee with claim 1 !° wherein 

the objects in the flist database ssstem include copies of objects contained in at 
least one othet database s\ stem belonging to the disinbuted database s\ stem 
wheiehs the first database ssstem functions as a cache with teaaid to the objects whose 
copies aie included m the fust database s\ stem 



121. (pre\iousi\ presented) The method m accordance with claim I2(> whetein 
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the other database system is the second database system, 
whereby the first database system functions as a cache with regard to the second database 
system. 

122. (currently amended) The method in accordance with any one of claims 1 19^ J 20,. 
and ; through 121 wherein: 

the first database system is local to a server of the type that provides a program 
executing on the server with a standard interface for querying databases; and 

in the step of receiving the request, the request is received via the standard 
interface. 

123. (previously presented) The method in accordance with claim 122 wherein' 

the server obeys the hypertext transfer protocol (http) and the program is a Web 
app 1 i cati on program . 

124. (currently amended) \ munoiv deuce ehataeten/ed m that 

the mentors dessce contains code which, when executed m a processor performs 
a method of tespondtng to a tequest, the tequest including one ot mote specifiers that 
refet to one or more objects m a dtstitbuted database swem that includes a plutalits of 
database s\ stems, the plurahts including <i first database system and a second database 
system, and 

the method comprising the steps of 

recen mg the request in the first database s\ stem, 

determining whether the request includes a specific! that cannot be interpreted in 
the tlrst database system: and 

causing the request to be executed at least in pan in the second database ssstem 
when the tequest includes ^uch ^a the specifier that cannot be interpreted in the first 

database system. 

125. (currently amended) Apparatus for caching copies of objects belonging to a subset 
of the objects belonging to a first database system that returns an object in response to a 
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icquest thereiot the tequesi including out' oi moio spectik'is refeinng to the objects and 
the apparatus compusmg 

a second database system that contains the copies 

a querv analyzer thai determines whether the icquest includes a specifier that 
cannot be mtet preted in the second database s\ stem, and 

a ieditccttit that responds to the it-quest when the quen anah/er determines that 
the request int. Hides a speeiilei that cannot be mteipteted in the second database system 
b\ causing the sequent to be executed at least in part in {he fust database system, the 
teqitest being executed in the second database s\$tem when die quet\ anaK/er does not 
deieinune that the icquest tnclutles a the specifier that cannot be interpreted tn the second 
database system. 

126. (previously presented) t he apparatus in accordance with claim 125 wherein' 

the apparatus is local to a seivei of the type that provides a progiam executing on 
the server with a standard interface for querying databases, and 

the requests include queries received via the standard interface 

127. (previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 1 26 wherein' 

the server obeys the hypertext transfer protocol { http > and the program is a Web 
appl i cati on program. 

128. (currently amended) A method of responding to a request that includes one or 

more specifiers referring to one or moie objects belonging to a set of objects 
where the objects are stored in a first database system and copies of a subset of 
the set of objects are stored in a second database system, 
the method comprising the steps of 

receiving the request in the second database system; 

determining whether the received request includes a specifier that cannot be 
interpreted in the second database system, and 
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causing the request to be executed at least in pait m the fust database sWem 
instead of m the second database swem when the request includes such a the 
specifier that cannot he snteipreted in the second database system 

129. (previously presented) The method m accordance with chum 12S wherein 

the second database s\ siem is local to a sener of the t\pe that piowdes a piogram 
executing on the smei with <i standard interface foi queuing databases, and 
in the step of iecei\mg the lequest. the request is iecei\ed \ia the standard 
interface. 

130. (previously presented) The method in accordance with claim 129 wherein: 

the server obeys the hypertext transfer protocol (http) and the program is a Web 
application program, 

131. (currently amended) A memory device characterized in that: 

the memory device contains code which, when executed in a processor, performs 
a method of responding to a request that includes one or more specifiers referring to 
objects belonging to a set of objects where the objects are stored in a first database 
system and copies of a subset of the set of objects are stored in a second database system, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving the request in the second database system; 

determining whether the request includes a specifier that cannot be interpreted in 
the second database system; and 

causing the request to be executed at least in part in the first database system 
instead of in the second database system when the request includes st«-4v-a-the specifier 
that cannot be interpreted in the second database system. 
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